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Characteristics of “Iwagaki Oyster” Crassostrea nippona collected from to

coast of Iwate Prefecture

Hiroki Tanaka

Abstract

Seasonal fluctuations of maturity (change in gonad index) , color tone, principal components, glycogen content,
free amino acids in both natural and cultured Iwagaki oyster were examined. Besides, evaluation of flavor was
examined by organoleptic test. As the results, it was observed that flavor and color tone were seasonally fluctuating
with the change of gonad index. Most flavorful season of Iwagaki oyster in Iwate Prefecture seemed to be in late
summer through early autumn. Flavor of Iwagaki oyster was correlated with gonad index better than glycogen
content. Although it is said that flavor of oyster is dependent on its glycogen content, present data suggest that

flavor of Iwagaki oyster is dependent on its maturity.
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