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Distribution of Japanese spiny lobster, Panulirus japonicus (von Siebold, 1824)
along the coast of Iwate Prefecture

Hayato Watanabe, Toshimasa Kobayashi

Abstract

Japanese spiny lobster Panulirus japonicusis alarge temperate crustacean distributed mainly along the Pacific coast from Ibaraki Prefecture

to Kyushu. It has been reported that the lobster is expanding northward due to rising sea temperatures, and confirmed cases in Miyagi and

Iwate Prefectures are on the rise. We conducted a questionnaire survey on sightings to fishery cooperatives, and confirmed that the lobster is

widely distributed from southern to northern parts of Iwate prefecture, and overwinters along the coast of Iwate prefecture. The northward

shift of the Kuroshio Current is having a significant impact on the marine environment along the coast of Iwate Prefecture, causing changes

in the distribution of organisms.
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